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 Countering the Harmful Scapegoating of Immigrants to 
Justify Health Cuts in the Reconciliation Debate 

 
Preliminary Grow Progress Message Testing  

 

As commentary around the reconciliation bill continues, we’re seeing escalating attempts to scapegoat 
immigrant families for the rising cost of health care. We know this narrative is harmful—and 
inaccurate—and Community Catalyst’s latest message testing confirms there are effective ways to 
counter it. 
 
Below are key insights from early field testing that may be helpful as you engage in public dialogue, 
develop communications, or shape policy messaging. Over the coming weeks and months, Community 
Catalyst will provide more resources, messaging and case studies—informed by the work of immigrant 
health partners and Wonder Strategies for Good.  
 

What Worked:  
Redirecting Blame and Holding Corporations Accountable 

 
Our most effective message centered on a community advocate who names the high costs of health 
care and redirects blame from immigrants to powerful hospital systems and insurance companies. The 
message ends with a clear call for accountability—not cutting Medicaid. 
 

“Let’s be clear: immigrant families aren’t the reason health care costs so much. But they’re being 
blamed and stripped of their access to care, while giant hospital chains and insurers raise prices 
and deny care to increase their profit. If we want to fix the system, we need to hold 
corporations accountable—not kick people off Medicaid.” 

 
This message strengthened support for our positions and also neutralized opposition narratives. It was 
especially persuasive in boosting support for universal access to publicly funded health coverage and 
universal eligibility for Medicaid, particularly among key persuadable sub-groups. 

 
Other messages we tested focused on making an economic argument about how excluding people from 
Medicaid because of their immigration status would drive up costs for everyone or how Medicaid 
expansion creates health and economic benefits for communities. The economic argument, alone, was 
not persuasive or caused backlash among some sub-groups. 

 
We share this with the hope it can inform your strategy and strengthen alignment across our movement. 
If you’re interested in seeing the full data set or want to coordinate on message alignment, we’d be 
happy to connect. 
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Please contact: 

• Gena Madow, Senior Director of Communications gmadow@communitycatalyst.org  

• Tashi Sanchez-Llaury, Senior Digital Communications Manager  
tsanchezllaury@communitycatalyst.org 

• Karla Martinez, Senior Policy Analyst kmartinez@communitycatalyst.org 

 
 

Preliminary Message Framework 
 

Core Message:   
Let’s be clear: immigrant families aren’t the reason health care costs so much. But they’re being blamed 
and stripped of their access to care while giant hospital chains and insurers raise prices and deny care to 
increase their profits. If we want to fix the system, we need to hold corporations accountable—not kick 
people off Medicaid. 

• (Problem): Scapegoating immigrants distracts from the actual reasons for rising costs 
o Immigrants are not the cause of rising health care costs—corporate greed is. 
o Politicians and special interests are using immigrant families as a scapegoat to distract 

from systemic failures. 
o Blaming immigrants is a tactic to divide and distract us while powerful corporations and 

billionaires profit. 
 

• (Evidence): The real problem is corporate price-gouging and denial of care 
o Major hospital systems and insurers are raising prices faster than wages or inflation. 
o These same corporations are raking in record profits while denying care and shrinking 

coverage networks. 
o Medicaid expansion improves health outcomes and lowers overall system costs—

corporate middlemen are the inefficiencies, not immigrant patients. 
 

• (Solution): Hold corporations accountable, protect Medicaid for all 
o If we’re serious about fixing health care, we must go after the root cause—unchecked 

profiteering. 
o Everyone deserves access to care, regardless of where they were born. 
o We should be expanding Medicaid and ensuring it works for more people, not fewer. 

Additional Resources 

• Scapegoating immigrant families won’t solve our health care crisis 

• Graphics 

• Talking points on immigrant health 

• Nonprofit Leaders Urge Senate to Reject Safety Net Cuts Targeting Immigrant Families 

mailto:gmadow@communitycatalyst.org
mailto:tsanchezllaury@communitycatalyst.org
mailto:kmartinez@communitycatalyst.org
https://communitycatalyst.org/posts/scapegoating-immigrant-families-wont-solve-our-health-care-crisis/
https://communitycatalyst.canto.com/b/TIJ1B
https://communitycatalyst.canto.com/s/JMU29?viewIndex=0
https://pifcoalition.org/news/nonprofit-leaders-urge-senate-to-reject-safety-net-cuts-targeting-immigrant-families

